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Former Vice President Joe Biden maintains a lead among Democratic Iowans who intend to 
participate in the 2020 Democratic caucus.  Two new entries - Beto O’Rourke at 11% and Amy 
Klobuchar at 10% - join Bernie Sanders at 13% as other candidates with double digit support.   
 

 Elizabeth Warren receives 9% support, Kamala Harris 7% support, and Cory Booker at 6% 
support.  No other candidate receives more than 3% support. 

 Biden’s support has dropped from 37%  in September to 30% today.   
 Warren’s support has dropped from 16% in September to 9% today. 

 
2020 Iowa Caucus 

 Sept. 2018 Dec. 2018 
Joe Biden 37% 30% 
Bernie Sanders 12 13 
Beto O’Rourke -- 11 
Amy Klobuchar -- 10 
Elizabeth Warren 16 9 
Kamala Harris 10 7 
Cory Booker 8 6 
Sherrod Brown -- 3 
Michael Bloomberg -- 2 
John Kerry -- 2 
Joe Delaney 1 1 
Eric Garcetti <1 0 
Someone else 7 <1 
Undecided 9 6 

 
 Biden, Warren, Sanders, and Kerry are broadly popular among Democratic caucus goers in Iowa, 

with positive ratings of 90%, 82%, 82%, and 78% respectively.    
 Six other potential candidates receive favorability ratings over 50 percent:  Booker (69%), 

O’Rourke (62%), Eric Holder (56%), Bloomberg (55%), Harris (54%), and Klobuchar (52%).    
 

Democratic caucus goers are universally unfavorable toward Donald Trump, with 98% holding an 
unfavorable view.   
   
Democratic caucus goers are seeking a candidate who will make good judgments, work with and listen 
to others, and a candidate who will show leadership in the fight against climate change. 
 

 Regarding desired characteristics of a Democratic Presidential candidate, Iowa Democratic 
caucus goers give the highest preferences to: someone known for making good judgments and 
working with and listening to others (94% absolutely critical or very important), someone who 
will re-establish American leadership in the fight against climate change (90%), someone who 
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can heal the racial, ethnic and partisan divide (87%), and someone who will stand up for the 
middle class and address the high cost of living (85%). 

 
Iowa Democratic caucus goers also prefer a candidate who will stand up for the values and issues of 
rural America.   
 

 65% want a candidate who will help economic development in rural America. 
 
Iowa caucus goers prefer a candidate who would back increased access to ethanol and would end the 
practice of giving waivers for to oil companies to avoid meeting ethanol standards. 
 

 79% of Iowa caucus goers would be more likely to support a candidate for President who backs 
increasing access to ethanol, to further reduce dependence on fossil fuels, such as crude oil.   

 68% of voters would be more likely to support a candidate who vows to end the practice of 
giving waivers to oil companies to avoid meeting ethanol standards.   

 
With the exception of Sanders, current support for 2020 candidates is relatively divided between 2016 
Clinton and Sanders caucusers. 
 

 Klobuchar and Biden receive more support from 2016 Clinton caucusers. 
 Only 30% of those who state they caucused for Sanders in 2016 are saying they will be with him 

in 2020, as a majority show interest in other candidates in the vastly greater potential pool to 
choose from. 

 
 

2020 Iowa Caucus: Preference of 2016 Clinton and Sanders Caucusers 

 
2016 Sanders 

Caucusers 
2016 Clinton 

Caucusers 
Joe Biden 22% 31% 
Bernie Sanders 30 6 
Beto O’Rourke 10 11 
Amy Klobuchar 6 11 
Elizabeth Warren 10 9 
Kamala Harris 7 7 
Cory Booker 3 7 
Sherrod Brown 2 3 
Michael Bloomberg 1 3 
John Kerry 3 2 
Joe Delaney 1 1 
Undecided 4 7 

 
 
Methodology 
 
David Binder Research conducted 500 interviews by cell phone and landline on December 10th and 11th, 
2018 with registered voters in Iowa who stated they were likely to participate in the Democratic 
Presidential caucuses of 2020. All participants were recruited from official Iowa voter lists.   
  
Results are subject to a margin of error of no greater than ±4.4%.  


